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SUBJECT: CURRENT AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITY ON 
VIETNAM 

SUMMARY: AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL (AI) OPFICIALS SAY THEY 
ARE LOOKING ACTIVELY AT HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN 
VIETNAM WITH VIEW TO PUBLISHING CRITICAL REPORT IP THEY 
CAN BUILD SATISPACTORY CASE. OFPICIALS APPEARED WELL 
INPORMED AND WERE INTERESTED IN GATHERING DETAILS ON 
SPECIFIC CASES. END SUMMARY 

1. VACATIONING PSO LACY WRIGHT (MILAN), WORKING THROUGH 
EMBASSY LONDON POL SECTION, VISITED AI HEADQUARTERS HERE 
TO ASK WHAT ORGANIZATION DOING CURRENTLY WITH REGARD TO 
REPORTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN VIETNAM. HE SPOKE 
WITH THREE AI OFPICIALS OF ASIA SECTION INCLUDING 
MICHAEL WILLIAMS, ABOUT 32, WHO FOLLOWS VIETNAM, AND 
PETER HARRIS, SLIGHTLY YOUNGER. 

2. WILLIAMS SAID AI POLLOWING VIETNAM SITUATION CLOSELY 
AND HE HIMSELP DEMONSTRATED PAIRLY GOOD KNOWLEDGE OP 
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VIETNAMESE APPAIRS AS GLEANED PROM JOURNALISTIC REPORT- 
ING, NHAN DAN STATEMENTS, AND AI CONVERSATIONS WITH 
VIETNAMESE REPUGEES. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT MANY NON- 
COMMUNIST VIETNAMESE AND OTHER SUSPECTED AI OP PRO- 
HANOI BIAS POR ITS CRITICISMS OP THIEU GOVERNMENT BUT 
SAID CHARGE NOT TRUE. AI WAS STUDYING ALLEGED COMMUNIST 
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS BUT THAT TOOK TIME.TO PRESENT POORLY 
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DOCUMENTED REPORT WOULD INJURE ORGANIZATIONS CREDIBILITY. 
AI HAD ALSO TO ASK ITSELE WHICH WAS BEST WAY TO RE- 
LIEVE SUEFERINGS OE UNJUSTLY CONDEMNED PRISONERS, AND 
QUIET REPRESENTATIONS TO HANOI MIGHT BE MORE EEEECTIVE 
THAN PUBLIC DENUNCIATIONS. AFTER ALL, HANOI WAS IN- 
TERESTED IN AID, INVESTMENT, AND OTHER EORMS OE INTERNA- 
TIONAL APPROBATION, SO AI HAD SOME LEVERAGE TO MOVE 
REGIME IN RIGHT DIRECTION. PUBLIC CONDEMNATION OE RE- 
GIME SHOULD ALWAYS BE CONSIDERED LAST RESORT. 

3. THAT HAVING BEEN SAID, WILLIAMS INDICATED HE 
THOUGHT THERE WAS PLENTY WRONG IN VIETNAM. HE DID NOT 
THINK HIGHLY OE OLD GVN CRITICS LIKE CORA WEISS AND 
NOAM CHOMSKY WHO CONTINUE TO DEEEND HANOI'S CONDUCT. 

AND HE NOTED APPROVINGLY THAT ITALIAN AUTHOR (GIAI 
PHONG) AND JOURNALIST (DER SPIEGEL) TIZIANO TERZANI HAS 
TAKEN MORE CRITICAL LINE TOWARD VIETNAMESE REGIME SINCE 
HE MADE TRIP TO VIETNAM SOME TIME AGO. 

4. QUESTIONED ABOUT TIMETABLE ON POSSIBLE VIETNAM 
REPORT, WILLIAMS SAID ATS FIRST PRIORITY AT MOMENT 
WAS REPORT ON CHINA, DUE OUT IN DECEMBER. THEN, OVER 
NEXT SEVERAL YEARS, AI HOPED TO DO REPORTS ON ALL ASIAN 
COUNTRIES, WITH VIETNAM BEING AMONG MOST IMPORTANT. 

ONE PROBLEM WITH MOVING QUICKLY ON VIETNAM WAS THAT TRIP 
THERE TO SEE CONDITIONS EIRSTHAND WAS OUT OE QUESTION, 
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SINCE AUTHORITIES WOULD NOT PERMIT IT. ASKED WHY AI DID 
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NOT EORCE HANOI PUBLICLY TO REEUSE TO ALLOW AI VISIT, 
WILLIAMS SAID THAT THAT IS BEING CONSIDERED. 

5. WILLIAMS AND HARRIS SAID THEY ARE INTERESTED IN DE- 
TAILS OE ANY CASES OE VIETNAMESE "PRISONERS OE 
CONSCIENCE". THEY STRESSED THAT SOUEQES ARE ASSURED 
COMPLETE ANONYMITY AND THAT AI WILL NOT PUBLICIZE CASE 
UNLESS SOURCE WISHES IT. OTHERWISE, MATERIAL USED EOR 
BACKGROUND. (WILLIAMS EXPLAINED ELABORATE SECURITY 
MEASURES AT AI OEEICES AS DESIGNED TO PROTEST MATERIAL 
GIVEN TO AI ON CONEIDENTIAL BASIS.) WILLIAMS PARTICU- 
LARLY INTERESTED IN CASES OE SAIGON LAWYER AND EORMER 
LOWER HOUSE DEPUTY TRAN VAN TUYEN AND OF ONE 

TRUONG VINH LAY, WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS PROMINENT SENATOR 
UNDER DIEM. 

6. COMMENT: AI APPEARS TO BE WORKING SERIOUSLY TOWARD 
REPORT THAT WOULD RECORD HANOI'S HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
IE REGIME DOES NOT CHANGE WAYS, WHICH SEEMS UNLIKELY AT 
THE MOMENT. AI WOULD THEN PRESUMABLY USE POSSIBLE REPORT 
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TO TRY TO GET HANOI TO IMPROVE AND, IE THAT DIDN'T WORK, 
PUBLISH. WRIGHT SUGGESTS DEPARTMENT CONSIDER WHETHER 
WE WISH TO EACILITATE ELOW OE SUITABLE MATERIAL INTO AI 
HANDS-EITHER NOW OR AT EUTURE DATE-IN ORDER TO HASTEN 
CRITICAL REPORT ON HANOI REGIME AND STRENGTHEN ITS 
CONCLUSIONS. 
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